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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is in response to the application filed on 6/28/2006, 



2. 



Claims 1-14 have been submitted for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 1 1 is directed to "a computer program 
product". As applicant never defines such a product within their specification, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would interpret the computer program product to be purely 
software per se. Computer software per se fails to meet the 35 USC 101 requirement 
that the invention be a "process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter". 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 1 1 is directed to "a graphical user 
interface". One of ordinary skill in the art would interpret the graphical user interface to 
be purely software per se. Computer software per se fails to meet the 35 USC 101 
requirement that the invention be a "process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 



matter". 
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6. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 1 1 is directed to "a computer program 
product". As applicant never defines such a product within their specification, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would interpret the computer program product to be purely 
software per se. Computer software per se fails to meet the 35 USC 101 requirement 
that the invention be a "process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter" 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1, 2, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Fredriksson et al. (US 2003/0095149), hereinafter Fredriksson. 



9. As per claim 1 , Fredriksson teaches the following: 

scrolling the objects page-by-page in the page level, (pg. 4, paragraph [0032]), 
i.e. to navigate up or down folder levels and to select a particular folder at any level, the 
user employs the input device 24 to activate "up", "down", "left", "right" and "SELECT" 
commands which cause the bars 32, 34 to scroll in the selected direction, as indicated 
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in Fig. 2) to cause a particular panel to be shifted into the focus panel 30. In the panels 
of the vertical bar 32 are sub-folders, if any, or individual settings, if any, that are within 
the folder appearing in area 62a of focus panel 30, that is, such sub-folders or settings 
that are of the same level as the user's current lowest level in the hierarchical calendar 
structure appearing in area 62b of the focus panel 30, and 

scrolling the objects object-by-object in the object level, (pg. 4, paragraph 
[0032]), i.e. to navigate up or down folder levels and to select a particular folder at any 
lever, the up or down folder levels and to select a particular folder at any lever, the user 
employs the input device 24 to activate "up", "down", "left", "right" and "SELECT" 
commands which cause the bars 32, 34 to scroll in the selected direction, as indicated 
in Fig. 2) to cause a particular panel to be shifted into the focus panel 30. In the panels 
of the vertical bar 32 are sub-folders , if any, or individual settings, if any, that are within 
the folder appearing in area 62a of focus panel 30, that is, such sub-folders or settings 
that are of the same level as the user's current lowest level in the hierarchical calendar 
structure appearing in area 62b of the focus panel 30. 

10. Regarding claim 2, Fredriksson teaches the method of claim 1 as described 
above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

the at least one level in the content comprises a predetermined number of 
objects, the page level comprises pages of a selected number of the predetermined 
number of objects, and the object level comprises the predetermined number of objects, 
(pg. 4, paragraph [0034]), i.e. referring to Fig. 3, horizontal bar 34 is comprised of six 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,899 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2175 

panels 51 , 30, 41 , 43, 45, and 47 the vertical bar 32 is comprised of seven panels 

54, 30, 42, 44, 46, 48, and 52. 

11. As per claim 12, Fredriksson teaches the following: 

A graphical user interface for displaying content, wherein the content' 
comprises at least one page level comprising pages of objects and at least one object 
level comprising the objects, the page level and the object level being interwoven so as 
to allow a user to shift between levels in the content to provide page-by-page scrolling 
and object-by- object scrolling, respectively. 

12. Regarding claim 13, Fredriksson teaches the method of claims 12 as described 
above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

a computer program product enabling a programmable device when executing 
said computer program product to function as a graphical user interface as defined in 
claim 12. (see Fig. 1 , and pg. 1 , paragraphs [0022] - [0027]) 

13. As per claim 14, Fredriksson teaches the following: 

selecting a first object in the first level list, (pg. 4, paragraph [0032]), i.e. to 
navigate up or down folder levels and to select a particular folder at any level, the user 
employs the input device 24 to activate "up", "down", "left", "right" and "SELECT" 
commands which cause the bars 32, 34 to scroll in the selected direction, as indicated 
in Fig. 2) to cause a particular panel to be shifted into the focus panel 30. In the panels 
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of the vertical bar 32 are sub-folders, if any, or individual settings, if any, that are within 
the folder appearing in area 62a of focus panel 30, that is, such sub-folders or settings 
that are of the same level as the user's current lowest level in the hierarchical calendar 
structure appearing in area 62b of the focus panel 30, 

scrolling all but the last of the predetermined number of second level objects 
associated with the selected first object, object by object, (pg. 6, paragraph [0044]), i.e. 
the system may be designed so that when the user scrolls the panels in the vertical bar 
32 beyond entries associated with the selected horizontal bar 4 entry, the selected 
horizontal bar entry automatically changes. Thus, if the display is as shown in Fig. 9, if 
the user shifts the panels in the vertical bar a sufficient number of times so that "Week2" 
appears in the focus panel 30, 

scrolling the last of the predetermined number of the second level objects by 
shifting to a second level list of objects associated with a second object in the first level 
list, (pg. 6, paragraph [0044]), i.e. the system may be designed so that when the user 
scrolls the panels in the vertical bar 32 beyond entries associated with the selected 
horizontal bar 4 entry, the selected horizontal bar entry automatically changes . Thus, if 
the display is as shown in Fig. 9, if the user shifts the panels in the vertical bar a 
sufficient number of times so that "Week2" appears in the focus panel 30, the month 
"January" would automatically appear in area 62a of the focus panel 30, and 
"December", "February", "March", "April", and "May" will be shown in panels 51, 41, 43, 
45, and 47, respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 5. Claims 3-1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredriksson as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Fabre et al. (US 7,075,512), 
hereinafter Fabre. 

16. Regarding claim 3, Fredriksson teaches the method of claim 2 as described 
above. However, Fredriksson does not explicitly teach a method where the number of 
objects corresponds to the number of objects visible on the screen. Fabre teaches the 
following: 

the selected number of the predetermined number of objects corresponds to the 
number of objects visible on a screen, (column 4, lines 53-56), i.e. Fig. 1 depicts PDA 
1 00 during a normal mode of operation showing a small number of icons on display 
screen 110, although a large number of icons are extended outside the viewing area 
and not visible to the user. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the object scrolling method of Fredriksson with the 
number of objects corresponding to the number of visible objects on the screen of 
Fabre. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to have made such 
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modifications because both Fredriksson and Fabre are analogous art in the field of 
navigating large amounts of display objects. Furthermore, As Fredriksson shows in the 
transition from Fig. 4 to Fig. 5, their method already uses a method of hiding objects 
which fall outside of the viewing area. Therefore, Fredriksson's method foresees the 
need to limit the number of visible objects to those that are visible on the screen. 

17. Regarding claim 4, Fredriksson teaches the method of any of claims 1 -3 as 
described above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

the page level scrolling and the object level scrolling are operated by same 
scrolling means, (pg. 4, paragraph [0032]), i.e. to navigate up or down folder levels and 
to select a particular folder at any lever, the up or down folder levels and to select a 
particular folder at any lever, the user employs the input device 24 to activate "up", 
"down", "left", "right" and "SELECT" commands which cause the bars 32, 34 to scroll in 
the selected direction. 

18. Regarding claim 5, Fredriksson teaches the method of claim 4 as described 
above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

the scrolling means are up/down arrows, (pg. 6, paragraph [0044]), i.e. the 
system may be designed so that when the user scrolls the panels in the vertical bar 32 
beyond entries associated with the selected horizontal bar 4 entry, the selected 
horizontal bar entry automatically changes . 
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The examiner would like to note that upon utilizing this automatic horizontal shift, 
a user of Fredriksson's system could navigate the hierarchy using only the up and down 
arrow keys. 

19. Regarding claim 6, Fredriksson teaches the method of any of claims 1 -5 as 
described above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

a first level in the content comprises a number of first level objects and at least 
one of these first level objects comprises a page level and/or an object level, (pg. 4, 
paragraph [0031]), i.e. all possible calendar selections available are arranged in the 
content database 20 in one or more levels of groups so that calendar selections of a 
similar nature are in the same group. The items of a first level are very general . In a 
second level, the items are more detailed than in the first level, But are still somewhat 
general. In a third level, the items are even more detailed than in the second level. And 
so on. 

20. Regarding claim 7 Fredriksson teaches the method of claim 6 as described 
above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

scrolling of the last of the predetermined number of objects in the page level 
and/or object level generates a shift to a subsequent object in the first level list, (pg. 6, 
paragraph [0044]), i.e. the system may be designed so that when the user scrolls the 
panels in the vertical bar 32 beyond entries associated with the selected horizontal bar 
4 entry, the selected horizontal bar entry automatically changes. 
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21. Regarding claim 8 Fredriksson teaches the method of claim 7 as described 
above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

the subsequent object in the first level list is immediate subsequent to the first 
object in the first level list, (pg. 6, paragraph [0044]), i.e. the system may be designed so 
that when the user scrolls the panels in the vertical bar 32 beyond entries associated 
with the selected horizontal bar 4 entry, the selected horizontal bar entry automatically 
changes . Thus, if the display is as shown in Fig. 9, if the user shifts the panels in the 
vertical bar a sufficient number of times so that "Week2" appears in the focus panel 30, 
the month "January" would automatically appear in area 62a of the focus panel 30, and 
"December", "February", "March", "April", and "May" will be shown in panels 51, 41, 43, 
45, and 47, respectively. 

22. Regarding claim 9 Fredriksson teaches the method of any of claims 1 -8 as 
described above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

upon object by object scrolling of a last visible object of a first number of visible 
objects, a first page scrolling is provided so as to display a new number of visible 
objects, (pg. 6, paragraph [0044]), i.e. the system may be designed so that when the 
user scrolls the panels in the vertical bar 32 beyond entries associated with the selected 
horizontal bar 4 entry, the selected horizontal bar entry automatically changes. Thus, if 
the display is as shown in Fig. 9, if the user shifts the panels in the vertical bar a 
sufficient number of times so that "Week2" appears in the focus panel 30, the month 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,899 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2175 

"January" would automatically appear in area 62a of the focus panel 30, and 
"December", "February", "March", "April", and "May" will be shown in panels 51, 41, 43, 
45, and 47, respectively. 

23. Regarding claim 1 0, Fredriksson teaches the method of any of claims 1 -9 as 
described above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

the content is hierarchically ordered content, (pg. 4, paragraph [0031]), i.e. all 
possible calendar selections available are arranged in the content database 20 in one or 
more levels of groups so that calendar selections of a similar nature are in the same 
group. The items of a first level are very general . In a second level, the items are more 
detailed than in the first level, But are still somewhat general. In a third level, the items 
are even more detailed than in the second level. And so on. 

24. Regarding claim 1 1 Fredriksson teaches the method of any of claims 1 -1 0 as 
described above. Fredriksson further teaches the following: 

a computer program product enabling a programmable device when executing 
said computer program product to function as a method as defined in any one of the 
claims 1- 10. (see Fig. 1, and pg. 1, paragraphs [0022] - [0027]) 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

-Rochford et al. (US 6,691 ,282), method and apparatus for displaying and 
navigating containment hierarchies. 

-Detweiler et al. (US 6,948,125), computer controlled user interactive display 
interface implementation for tracking the organization of items in a hierarchical tree of 
nested categories. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GREGORY A. DISTEFANO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1644. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on 571-272-4088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/GREGORY A DISTEFANO/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2175 
6/11/2009awa 

/William L. Bashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



